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OUTCOMES 
Arts Impact works to empower teachers to teach and infuse the arts so 
each child can discover their strengths and thrive. When we do this 
systemically with a racial equity lens, we eliminate opportunity gaps, and 
every child can achieve at the highest levels. 
 
Voices from the Field 2020 Summer Academy 
21 teachers from 5 Washington middle schools attended the 2020 Summer Educator Academy, 
offered as an online program for the first time due to COVID restrictions. The 7-day Academy was 
taught live via Zoom from June 22-30.  The cohort included a mix of new and returning (Years 1-
4) ELA, Math, Science, Social Studies, PE, and ELL teachers. Arts Impact delivered an art supply 
kit and supporting printed materials to their homes in advance of the training. Teachers explored 
arts-infused learning through culturally grounded Dance, Theater and Visual Arts lessons. 
 
2020-21 Mentorships 

Mentorships with a Dance, Theater or Visual Arts 
Artist Mentor were planned and scheduled across 
the 2020-21 school year. During these 9-hour 
mentorships, teachers chose a Summer Academy 
lesson for their Artist Mentor to model teach and 
co-teach with them in their classrooms, and then 
developed and taught an independent arts-infused 
lesson with support from their Artist Mentor. 

Final lessons were reviewed and edited by an arts-infused curriculum specialist. Mentorships 
concluded with Artist Mentor and teacher meeting time dedicated to assessing student learning 
and reflecting on challenges, successes, and changes for teaching the lesson in the future. Over 
300 students received arts instruction through the mentorship program, including at least 55 
indicated as Migrant Education or Spanish Language Arts (SLA).  
 
Each teacher selected their preferred artistic discipline (Dance, Theater or Visual Arts) for their 
mentorship. Mentorships were also conducted virtually this year due to COVID: a benefit of virtual 
programming is that it allowed Arts Impact to meet all individual teacher preferences, rather than 
assigning one Artist Mentor and arts discipline to each school’s group of teachers, which is usually 
essential for in-person scheduling and travel.  
 
This COVID-impacted school year created numerous physical, personal, practical, and logistical 
obstacles for mentorships, as everyone involved faced the challenges of remote and/or hybrid 
learning, as well as other circumstances of the pandemic. Despite the stresses of virtual teaching 
and the high rates of COVID within their local communities, nearly all participants were able to 
complete the program successfully. The two exceptions were one Washington Middle School 
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teacher whose family suffered a tragic loss at the end of her mentorship and another specialist 
teacher, Elizabeth Capetillo (Selah Middle School), who was assigned to admin duties most of the 
school year. Elizabeth received art supplies for 2 lessons to serve a limited group of students at the 
end of the year.  
 
Fostering a Place of Learning 
Arts concepts, skills, and vocabulary supported 
effective ongoing teaching practices 
throughout the Summer Academy and 
mentorships. Teachers and Artist Mentors 
worked together to develop new approaches 
and practices, particularly for reaching 
students through remote learning. Teachers 
recognized and engaged in the arts as a leveler 
and confidence builder for their students. 
Existing methods, along with newer online 
strategies for content-focused peer and group 
dialogue, helped bring art concepts to life. The arts strengthened cultural responsiveness, 
community building/connection, classroom management, and student participation. Teachers 
modeled perseverance, flexibility, and resilience, and cultivated a growth mindset in students, 
working with Artist Mentors to foster a safe and brave space for their classes, even (and especially) 
virtually. 
 
“During the teaching, I was able to teach, scaffold, and make modifications. I was able to review 
and teach the content, vocabulary words, and ideas in between the days Gloria came in. Gloria 
was able to share her love of art,”- Hidie Barrera, teacher, Grandview. 
 
“I pushed my thinking in how to develop more meaningful art infused lessons and learned specific 
classroom styles to help me be a more equitable educator,”-Kathryn Hogan, teacher, LaVenture.   
 
“By the end of the lessons, students were using their voices more, which has been a struggle to get 
them to do this past year,” -Rachel Brooks, teacher, Washington. 
 
Student Engagement 
Students explored and connected with new approaches to academic 
content through arts infusion and the creative process. During each 
mentorship, students discovered new and diverse ways of learning, 
responded to clear modeled expectations, worked independently 
and/or collaboratively, experienced emotional and intellectual 
safety in taking creative risks, shared their learning with class, school, home and/or community 
audiences, and made authentic real-world connections. Students sustained respectful academic 
conversations, even with the challenges of communicating through online platforms. Their artistic 
responses helped them develop and support critical thinking skills, along with a rich academic 
vocabulary. By exploring artistic choices through personal expression and creative vision, students 
gained a stronger sense of identity, autonomy, and self-worth through art and arts infusion. 
 
“Anytime I work with Arts Impact it never fails that I learn new skills and knowledge on how to 
engage my students,”-Nora Nunez Gonzalez, teacher, LaVenture. 
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Arts Infusion 
The Arts Impact model of arts infusion addresses Common Core State Standards through dance, 
theater, visual, and media arts. Arts-infused learning offers multiple viewpoints and examples, and 
complementary ways of understanding shared concepts across artistic and academic disciplines. 
The Arts Impact model also incorporates Social Emotional Learning (SEL) and the vital 21st 
century skills of creative and critical thinking, collaboration, communication, growth mindset and 
perseverance. The lesson writing collaboration between teachers and Artist Mentors produced 
new, innovative lessons to explore concepts or practices that the arts share with other content areas. 
Teachers developed lessons specifically tailored to their students, classroom, and learning needs.  
 
“Any kind of art you do is linked to another kind of art. That shows us and our students that we 
are all connected,”-Angel Almaguer, teacher, Grandview. 
 
Assessment of Student and Teacher Learning  
Arts Impact assesses student learning with performance-based assessments (PBAs), rubrics, and 
self and peer reflection. Evidence is collected via checklists, photos, video, and online platforms. 
Artist Mentors and teachers review student assessments together to determine the success of the 
lesson for individual students, the class, and to inform next instructional steps. 
 
In addition to PBAs, Arts Impact measures teacher growth in teaching and infusing the arts with 
the 4-point Autonomy Rubric for Teaching (ART). The ART rates teacher skills in the areas of 
planning, teaching, and assessing the arts. Ratings of 3 or 4 correlate with Proficient and 
Distinguished levels on Washington State teacher evaluation frameworks. The target is for 80% of 
teachers to demonstrate each item on the ART at a level 3 or 4. 80% of 2020-21 teachers achieved 
this goal. (Figure 1, page19; Figure 2, page 20). 
 
Assessments of teacher and student learning are reviewed, analyzed for trends, and used to adjust 
program implementation. Arts Impact reports student assessment data back to participating 
schools, teachers, and funders. In 2020-21, students achieved an average of 71.7% on 
performance-based assessments (PBAs) of arts-infused learning. This number falls somewhat 
short of Arts Impact’s goal of students reaching 80% achievement on PBAs. The number may not 
accurately reflect student learning due to difficulties in seeing students when they chose to turn off 
their cameras. Arts Impact standard practice of co-rater reliability, the number that indicates how 
often Artist Mentors and teachers agreed on the assessments, was not possible to correlate due to 
remote learning because of COVID state safety precautions. Please see attached data spreadsheet. 
(Figure 3, page 20). 
 
2020-21 MENTORSHIPS BY SCHOOL  ______________________________________________  
GRANDVIEW MIDDLE SCHOOL, GRANDVIEW SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Dance with Artist Mentor Jo Petroff 
Angel Almaguer  
8th Grade Dance and Math Infused Lesson: Graphing 
Slope-Intercept Challenge (TikTok Hand-Dance) 
Enduring Understanding 
Dance movements can help the comprehension of the 
procedural steps of graphing a slope-intercept 
equation. 
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Lesson Description  
Scholars focus on math using kinetics as another learning modality. They learn gestures and 
movements that represent the axes and variables of linear graphs from slope-intercept equations. 
Scholars create movement phrases to represent the equations and record videos of their work. 
Student Assessment Overview  

Disciplines DANCE & MATH DANCE & MATH DANCE & MATH Total 
3 Concept Linear Equation Slope Movement Phrase 

Criteria In a given equation written in slope-
intercept form, demonstrates arm 

movements of the x & y axis to establish 
the coordinate plane, variable “b” 

(starting point) from origin, and variable 
“m” (slope), the rise over run method. 

Using arms as 
representation, shows 

positive, negative, 
steepness and gradual 
slopes, no-slopes, and 

undefined. 

Using the established hand and 
arm movements, choreographs 

the coordinate plane, variable “b,” 
variable “m” (rise over run); a 

pose that demonstrates the slope 
of the given equation. 

Total 8/8 8/8 8/8 24/24 
Percentage 100% 100% 100% 100% 

 
“As soon as you put in something they are interested in, something they like, they remember that 
lesson, that concept,” -Angel Almaguer, teacher, Grandview. 
 
Teacher Impact: Angel Almaguer (arts-impact.org) 
 
Jackie Mendoza  
6th Grade Dance and ELA Infused Lesson: La Bamba  
Enduring Understanding 
Expressive dance movements can help convey the 
meaning of descriptive language or phrases. 
Lesson Description 
Through video and literature, students learn about Richie 
Valens and his importance in bringing Latin American music to the American public.  They are 
given a phrase from Gary Soto’s story “La Bamba” and analyze its meaning. They create a 
movement phrase inspired by the text using fast, medium, and slow time. 
Student Assessment Overview  

Disciplines ELA DANCE & ELA DANCE Total 
3 Concept Comprehension Choreography Performance 

Criteria Reads for context. 
Discuss for meaning. 

Defines. Shares findings. 

Develops a series of movements to 
demonstrate the meaning of the phrase.  

Repeats 3 times using variations in speeds. 

Performs, records, and 
shows the dance phrase 

group has created. 
Total 13/13 13/13 13/13 39/39 

Percentage 100% 100% 100% 100% 
 

“Most engaging was giving students the background knowledge to understand the story of “La 
Bamba” and the time period of Ritchie Valens. I will continue music and dance in the class.  It is 
important that ELL students engage in TPR (total physical response) to understand some of the 
lesson,”-Jackie Mendoza, teacher, Grandview. 

Theater with Artist Mentor Ana Maria Campoy 
Vicky Ramirez 
8th Grade Theater and SEL Infused Lesson: Design by Letter 
Enduring Understanding 
Writing can identify obstacles and celebrate learning. Set design 
can help tell a story. 
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Lesson Description  
Students reflect on personal and community changes, obstacles, and/or lessons due to the COVID-
19 pandemic. They write a Letter to Self that identifies the obstacles they are facing, things they’ve 
learned, and things that have brought them joy. Students create a set design that represents their 
Letters to Self. 
Student Assessment Overview  

Disciplines SEL/THEATRE SEL/THEATRE SEL/THEATRE THEATRE Total 
4 Concept Collaboration Persistence Communication Set Design 

Criteria Contributes ideas, listens 
to others’ ideas, provides 

constructive feedback, and 
incorporates feedback. 

Completes Letter to 
Self. Collaborates 

with group to 
complete tasks. 

Actively listens, 
expresses ideas through 

writing, and verbally 
responds to others. 

Creates a set design 
to represent the 
Letter to Self. 

 
Total 20/21 7/21 18/21 3/21 48/84 

Percentage 95% 33% 86% 14% 57% 
 
“We first talked about the students and then developed a lesson to address a struggle,”-Vicky 
Ramirez, teacher, Grandview. 
 
Visual Arts with Artist Mentor Gloria Gonzales Garcia 
Hidie Barrera  
7th Grade Visual Arts & ELA Infused Lesson: Illustrated Memoir: Beginning, Middle, and End 
Enduring Understanding 
Moments can be captured and shared by creating illustrations showing a beginning, middle, and 
end of a memory. 
Lesson Description  
Students write and sketch a short memoir noting beginning, middle and end moments. They 
develop ideas into 3 final illustrations that are unified and completed in watercolor pencil. Their 3 
illustrations include setting, character(s), and patterns that show tone by using character and color. 
The illustrations depict a unified narrative. 
Student Assessment Overview  

Disciplines VISUAL ARTS & 
ELA 

VISUAL ARTS & ELA VISUAL ARTS VISUAL ARTS & 
ELA 

Total 
4 

Concept Comic Strip Memoir Unity Drawing Technique Composition 
Criteria Selects, describes in 

writing and sketches 3 
moments in a life: 

beginning, middle and 
end. 

Uses repeated plot, 
theme, characters, and/or 
setting/point of view to 

create unity in the 3-
panel comic strip. 

Uses 1 or more 
techniques: opaque fill-

in, gradations, or a 
color-mixing/blending 

technique. 

Arranges and repeats 
supporting images 
through use of line, 

shape, and/or color in 
the composition. 

Total 3/23 4/23 1/23 3/23 11/92 
Percentage 13% 17% .04% 13% 12% 

Migrant Education and/or SLA students: 20 
 
“Students that participated from home had pets or siblings misplace or damage supplies.  Most 
did not have cameras on (making it hard to judge if they were actually there).  Students on campus 
would leave their materials at school and miss days or would not take their materials home to 
work. Once we are in person, participation would be higher,” -Hidie Barrera, teacher, Grandview.  
 
“Barrera was deeply concerned with loss of connection with students. Many students’ supplies 
had to be home delivered (Barrera made the deliveries). We discussed ideas to improve 
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participation: smaller sized illustrations; prove supplies are present; only giving participation 
points if they came to demonstrate progress,”-Gloria Gonzales Garcia, Artist Mentor. 
 
Robert Cervantes  
7th Grade Visual Arts and SEL Infused Lesson: 
Reframing the Year  
Enduring Understanding 
Students can motivate, persevere, and see themselves as 
capable scholars through an expression of visual arts.  
Lesson Description  
Students create a 3D frame for their school photo. Students 
include text that reinforces positive characteristics, advice of 
getting through a pandemic, emotional lyrics or poem, and other text that describes them being 
capable persons.  
Student Assessment Overview  

Disciplines SEL VISUAL ARTS VISUAL ARTS & SEL Total 
3 Concept Self-Efficacy Watercolor Pencil Drawing Composition 

Criteria Identifies & represents 
motivational/perseverance 

strategies with lyrics or 
quotes. 

Uses more than 1 drawing 
technique: fill-in, gradation, 

wash, hatching, crosshatching, 
or stippling. 

Selects and organizes photo, words, 
phrases, symbols, and illustration with 

mixed media materials for personal 
meaning in a 3-D frame. 

Total 6/6 5/6 6/6 17/18 
Percentage 100% 83% 100% 94% 

 
“It gave the students time to process the year of COVID,” -Robert Cervantes, teacher, Grandview. 
 

B. Charlie Diaz  
6th Grade Visual Arts and ELA Infused Lesson: Illustrating Stories 
Enduring Understanding 
Good readers create mental pictures of what they read. Illustrations can help 
readers visualize places, people, and events in a story. 
Lesson Description  
Students illustrate phrases from the short story “Eleven” by Sandra Cisneros 
to promote understanding of text. Students identify words/phrases and create 
a visual image to express understanding. They note nouns, adverbs and 
adjectives that can be depicted. 

Student Assessment Overview  
Disciplines VISUAL ARTS & 

ELA 
ELA VISUAL ARTS VISUAL ARTS & 

ELA 
Total 

4 
Concept Critical Thinking Text Color Illustration 
Criteria Uses observation 

skills and cites 
evidence to explain 

thinking or 
construct meaning. 

Selects a passage from 
the text identifying 
nouns, adverbs, and 

adjectives that provide 
literal description. 

Labels and paints primary 
colors, then labels, mixes and 
paints secondary colors and 

tertiary/intermediate colors on 
color wheel template. 

Creates a simplified 
illustration based on 

a detailed 
description that 

focuses on color. 
Total 17/17 17/17 17/17 16/17 67/68 

Percentage 100% 100% 100% 94% 99% 
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“Drawing and painting images from the story gave students an understanding of authors and 
illustrators beyond just reading and writing. I was able to make a connection to students that are 
usually hard to engage because of challenges they have with reading. It reminded me of the 
importance of differentiation of instruction.,” -B. Charlie Diaz, teacher, Grandview. 
 
HOUSEL MIDDLE SCHOOL, PROSSER SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Dance with Artist Mentor Jo Petroff 
Wendy Rodriguez 
6th Grade Dance and ELA Infused Lesson: 
Stretching: Mind and Body 
Enduring Understanding 
Stretching the body can communicate beyond literal 
meaning and extend into expanding goals, thinking, 
abilities, and mindset. 
Lesson Description  
Students explore writing the word “stretch” using different 
body parts, speeds & sizes. They choreograph a stretching dance. They create a poster about 
personal and academic goals that stretch who they are. 
Student Assessment Overview  

Disciplines DANCE & ELA DANCE ELA Total 
3 Concept Stretch Choreography Goal Setting 

Criteria Explores ways to write the 
word “stretch” with 
various body parts, 

differing sizes, and from 
different perspectives. 

Working in a small group, choreographs a 
sequence of movements writing the word 

“stretch” with 2 different body parts, 2 
different speeds or sizes, and 1 dancers’ 

choice. 

Describes how they will 
stretch themselves in a 
poster using words and 

visuals. 

Total 17/21 17/21 8/21 32/63 
Percentage 81% 81% 38% 51% 

Migrant Education and/or SLA students: 9 
 
“We created various ways of assessing: video or written response and participation (cameras on 
or in chat),”-Jo Petroff, Artist Mentor. 
 
LAVENTURE MIDDLE SCHOOL, MOUNT VERNON SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 
Dance with Artist Mentor Jo Petroff 
Jasmine Martinez  
7th Grade Dance and ELA Infused Lesson: Social Justice through 
Dance  
Enduring Understanding 
Movement can convey an emotion to raise awareness about a social 
justice issue and message. 
Lesson Description  
Students identify 3 images from an image bank representing social justice issues and identify a 
body shape to represent each. They create a dance score of their 3 body shapes. They perform their 
dance score by creating a Flipgrid. 
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Student Assessment Overview  
Disciplines ELA DANCE & ELA DANCE Total 

3 Concept Social Justice Social Justice Performance 
Criteria Identify 3 images from the image bank 

and a body shape to represent each. 
Create 3 body shapes that represent the 

claim for the social justice issue. 

Create a dance 
score of 3 body 
shapes in order. 

Create and perform a movement 
phrase of the 3 body shapes and 
transitions to represent the social 

justice claim. 
Total 19/24 16/24 4/24 39/72 

Percentage 79% 67% 17% 54% 
Migrant Education and/or SLA students: 1 
 
“Ability to use tools in Google program allowed diverse responses,”-Jo Petroff, Artist Mentor. 
 
“Our units are social justice infused, so students were already getting diverse texts. Adding 
art made that easier. By far the most engaged I have seen them. It was nice for them to see more 
than one way to express what you know and feel,”-Jasmine Martinez, teacher, LaVenture. 
 
Theater with Artist Mentor Ana Maria Campoy 
Pam Aguilar 
7th Grade Theatre and ELA Infused Lesson: School Community Care & Response via PSA 
Enduring Understanding 
Students can participate in creative thinking and 
collaboration in responding to a school or community need.    
Lesson Description 
Students use collaboration and creative thinking to address 
a school or community need through creating a Public 
Service Announcement about an issue that concerns them.  
Student Assessment Overview  

Disciplines THEATER & ELA THEATER & ELA THEATER & ELA Total 
3 Concept Collaboration Critical Thinking PSA 

Criteria Communicates ideas to others; 
makes compromises; and 

incorporates input/feedback. 

Practices informational literacy 
in  PSA, understands verifiable 

facts and data. 

Creates and presents an 
original PSA with a 

beginning, middle, and end. 
Total 15/19 19/19 19/19 53/57 

Percentage 79% 100% 100% 93% 
 
“Trust that the students can do this. Working with who they want to work with and when the topic 
is interesting to them, they are SO awesome and capable!” -Pam Aguilar, teacher, La Venture. 
 
Alex Burkhart  
7th Grade Theater and Language Arts Infused Lesson: Family Anecdotes and Puppetry  
Enduring Understanding 
Students can communicate effectively using writing and vocal expression. 
Lesson Description 
Students create the characters from their Family Anecdotes using puppets. Students present their 
Family Anecdotes in a puppet show. Students practice vocal expression to express their characters’ 
point of view and the tone/mood of their anecdotes. Students collaborate as they perform their 
puppet shows.  
 

I think this is a class that could work in all grades 
of school, and would teach you various things that 
you might need in your later life. For example, you 
might learn some basic cooking and cleaning in 
elementary school. In middle school, you could 
learn some more advanced skills like creating a 
strong password or managing your time. Finally, in 
high school you would learn about things that 
would prepare you for adulthood. This could 
include buying a house and managing it yourself, 
or learning how to actually get a job and succeed 
at it.

Life Skills Class
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Student Assessment Overview 
Disciplines LANGUAGE ARTS THEATRE & LA THEATRE & 

LA 
THEATRE Total 

4 
Concept Puppetry Collaboration Communication Performance 
Criteria Builds puppets for 

each of their characters 
to tell a Family 

Anecdote. 

Provides constructive feedback to 
other students about their characters. 

Contributes and listens to others’ 
ideas. Incorporates feedback. 

Actively listens, 
expresses ideas, 

verbally responds 
to others. 

Shares 
puppets with 

vocal 
expression. 

Total 25/28 23/28 22/28 17/28 87/112 
Percentage 89% 82% 79% 61% 78% 

Migrant Education and/or SLA students: 5 
  
 “Students did an amazing job collaborating and sharing ideas on 
how to design their puppets. Some went above and beyond with 
their designs and even created background sets. The strongest 
connection between theatre and language arts is that theatre is a 
physical and visual form of storytelling. Storytelling allows us to 
express our thoughts and selves.” 
-Alex Burkhart, teacher, La Venture. 
 

“The students came to class EXCITED to participate—what a feat in Zoom school! One student 
turned in his first assignment of the entire year. Despite the drop off on the final criteria, I saw 
huge growth in students” -Ana Maria Campoy, Artist Mentor. 
 
Kathryn Hogan  
7th-8th Grade Theater and Writing Infused Lesson: 
I Am Legend 
Enduring Understanding 
Superpowers of Multilingualism come from families’ skills 
and knowledge, and our own learning abilities.  
Lesson Description  
Multilingual students identify their own skills and family 
knowledge in their community, write sentences of 
affirmations that represent those strengths and skills, then make a mask for their costume and 
perform their strengths.  
Student Assessment Overview  

Disciplines ORACY READING THEATER 
& ELA 

WRITING THEATER THEATER & 
ELA 

Total 
6 

Concept Speaking Legend Strength/ 
Resiliency 

Affirmations Mask Presentation 

Criteria Practices 
speaking 

new 
vocabulary 

and 
sentence 

structures. 

Collaboratively 
reads legend 

example, marks 
text, identifies 

key details, 
identifies 

strengths of 
character. 

Chooses 
strength/ 

skill for self-
affirmation 
sentences. 

Orally 
shares their 

strength. 

Writes 
affirmations 

on their 
strengths, 
skills, and 

family 
knowledge 

learned. 

Uses materials 
to create mask, 

collaborates 
with 

classmates, 
shares ideas, 
shows work 
examples. 

Uses voice, 
body, and/or 

masks to show 
the skills of their 
character while 
performing their 

strength 
affirmations. 

Total 8/10 9/10 10/10 10/10 8/10 8/10 53/60 
Percentage 80% 90% 100% 100% 80% 80% 88% 

Migrant Education and/or SLA students: 10 
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“The most effective parts were the collaborations between the students, daily opportunities to 
practice speaking, sharing of ideas, and writing. They were so excited to share the knowledge of 
their family and what they knew. They loved making masks, turning their cameras on, supporting 
and helping each other, seeing each other’s projects, and being creative representing their 
strengths,”-Kathryn Hogan, teacher, La Venture. 
 
“The collaborative learning reflected the collaborative teaching. Students supported themselves, 
speaking via chat, echoing what their teachers did. The scaffolding was strong—from the 
connections made about races and cultures in the room, to the introduction of the culture of the 
Lummi People (Lhaq'temish).  The strong structure gave room for deep dives in conversations 
around community knowledge,”-Ana Maria Campoy, Artist Mentor. 
 
Kirsten Jensen  
7th Grade Theater, ELA, and Social Justice Infused 
Lesson: Intellectual Warrior Monologues   
Enduring Understanding 
Applying artistic choices using vocal expression and body 
language can convey a social justice message. Theater can 
deepen understanding of critical awareness, social 
responsibility, and empathy. 
Lesson Description  
Students analyze speeches, texts, and videos about social 
justice advocates (intellectual warriors).They explain how individuals influence ideas and events 
and then write an intellectual warrior monologue. They apply artistic choices using vocal 
expression and body language to convey a social justice message as they perform and record their 
monologues. 
Student Assessment Overview 

Disciplines THEATER, ELA, SOCIAL 
JUSTICE 

THEATER, ELA, SOCIAL 
JUSTICE 

THEATER, ELA, 
SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Total 
3 

Concept Text Analysis Writing Monologues Performance 
Criteria Discusses sample monologues, 

identifying the essential 
components of an effective 

monologue and how individuals 
influence events. 

Completes Graphic Organizer.     

Completes a draft of monologue, 
meeting criteria of the Monologue 

Rubric. Uses components of an 
effective monologue in their draft.  

Gives and uses meaningful feedback 
using the Rubric and Checklist.  

Performs monologue 
using vocal 

expression and body 
language as evaluated 

on the Monologue 
Rubric.         

Total 17/24 12/24 11/24 40/72 
Percentage 71% 50% 46% 56% 

Migrant Education and/or SLA students: 3 
 
“The importance of speaking and 
listening skills and ways that culturally 
grounded lessons and content can 
impact instruction. The monologues 
helped them understand and take on 
other perspectives,”-Kirsten Jensen, 
teacher, La Venture. 
 
“Process, persistence, and personal voice. The choice of the intellectual warrior provides 

Billie Frank Junior Monologue 
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opportunity for students to do self-reflection on their pro-justice learning and safe containers for 
courageous conversations and growth around racial justice and human rights,”-Ana Maria 
Campoy, Artist Mentor. 

 
Visual Arts with Artist Mentor Gloria Gonzales Garcia 
Nora Nunez Gonzalez 
7th Grade Visual Arts and Spanish Language Arts Infused Lesson: 
Una Llamada a una Acción- Cartelera de Justicia 
(A Call to Action: Posters for Social Justice) 
Enduring Understanding 
Students can demonstrate the connection between their own social justice 
experience and the action they can take. 
Lesson Description 
Students apply understanding of how visual imagery and text can depict 

action needed for social justice. They identify descriptive language from various resources but not 
limited to anchor text, articles, poetry, and song lyrics. Using watercolor pencils, they create a Call 
to Action poster that includes visual imagery and text.  
Student Assessment Overview  

Disciplines SLA VISUAL 
ARTS 

VISUAL ARTS VISUAL ARTS & SLA VISUAL 
ARTS & 

SLA 

Total 
5 

Concept Call to Action Drawing Drawing Composition Technology 
Criteria Identifies word(s)/ 

phrases that 
demonstrate action as 

motivating, powerful or 
inspirational. 

Uses 
color, 

creativity 
and shows 

effort. 

Uses more than one 
drawing technique: 

hatching/ 
crosshatching/ 

stippling. 

Creates a Call to Action 
poster using visual 

representations of the 
ideas and concepts of the 

actions. 

Uploads 
and 

displays 
poster to be 

viewed. 
Total 11/12 9/12 8/12 10/12 10/12 48/60 

Percentage 92% 75% 67% 83% 83% 80% 
 
“Most engaging was helping students display social issues in a poster form that has a relatable 
purpose. One experience that will change [my] teaching practice was having uncomfortable 
conversation with a parent who felt his child was not represented in the lesson material,”-Nora 
Nunez Gonzalez, teacher, La Venture.  
 

MOUNT BAKER MIDDLE SCHOOL, MOUNT VERNON SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Visual Arts with Artist Mentor Gloria Gonzales Garcia 
Bergitte Olsen  
6th Grade Visual Arts and ELA Infused Lesson: 
Powerful Quotes Illustrated 
Enduring Understanding 
Text can be arranged in a beautiful manner adding context and meaning. Beautiful and powerful 
text is worthy of being presented, shared, and memorialized. 
Lesson Description  
Students analyze the work of contemporary illustrators with a focus on how illustrations can 
support text in a book. Students select powerful quotes from a book of their choice and analyze 
the meaning, message, and connections.  Students create a work of art on watercolor paper that 
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layers their quotes written in illustrative text styles with colors and/or images that enhance 
meaning. 
Student Assessment Overview  

Disciplines ELA VISUAL ARTS & 
ELA 

VISUAL ARTS VISUAL ARTS & 
ELA 

Total 
4 

Concept Quote Art Analysis Color Wheel Illustration 
Criteria Identifies a quote 

from independent 
reading or a class 
read-aloud that is 

powerful. 

Uses observation 
skills and cites 

evidence to explain 
thinking; constructs 

meaning. 

Labels and paints primary 
colors, then labels, mixes and 
paints secondary colors and 

tertiary/intermediate colors on 
color wheel template. 

Plans layout, writes/ 
draws text, and creates 
images and/or colors 

to support the meaning 
of the text. 

Total 13/13 13/13 13/13 13/13 52/52 
Percentage 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

 
“When helping students, not always offering choices but asking what support they need… 
listening, asking rather than telling. Helping build confidence taking risks and making changes,” 
-Bergitte Olsen, teacher, Mount Baker. 
 
PROSSER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, PROSSER SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Theater with Artist Mentor Ana Maria Campoy 
Mandy Stephens  
5th-8th Grade Theater and Writing Infused Lesson: Healthy Choices for Mental Health 
Enduring Understanding 
Using exaggerated and dynamic physical and vocal expression can convey emotion, character 
attributes, states of being, and setting to tell stories. 
Lesson Description  
Students explore positive and negative choices that 
impact physical and mental wellbeing during 
COVID and beyond. They develop a script with a 
character that makes both positive and negative 
choices to better understand their own physical and 
mental wellbeing.  Through physical and vocal 
exercises, students practice the concept of 
character attributes — how a character looks, 
moves, sounds, and feels. Students blend voice and 
body for a specific habit/choice that impacts their 
overall health and present it in a short video. 
Student Assessment Overview  

Disciplines WRITING THEATER WRITING Total 
3 Concept Narrative Writing Narrative Writing Perseverance 

Criteria Records ideas and 
descriptive language on 

a Graphic Organizer. 

Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, 
sensory details, concrete words and phrases, and 

feelings to convey experiences and events. 

Persists in adapting 
ideas to work through 

challenges. 
Total 22/22 19/22 20/22 61/66 

Percentage 100% 86% 90% 92% 
 
“Theater can show emotions and ideas through stage directions, but writing is impactful with 
specific word choice. Students had to think about how they said things and how it changes the 
meaning,”-Mandy Stephens, teacher, Prosser.  
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“Letting go of the performance day allowed the students (who don’t have to attend her class and 
can’t always make it) to relax and find success as a collaborative partner, no matter how or when 
they showed up,”-Ana Maria Campoy, Artist Mentor. 
 
WASHINGTON MIDDLE SCHOOL, YAKIMA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Dance with Artist Mentor Jo Petroff 
Jana Hoberg  
8th Grade Dance and U.S. History Infused Lesson: Representing First Amendment Freedoms  
Enduring Understanding 
The First Amendment serves to protect freedoms and liberties for those who live in America. 
Kinesthetic movements in dance help students link what they have learned to memory. 
Lesson Description  
Students demonstrate their understanding of the First Amendment and commit that understanding 
to memory through a 16-beat dance sequence with at least 5 distinct and separate shapes using 
smooth and straight-line movements. Students create a 5-sequence hand or body dance measuring 
4 beats each to demonstrate each of the freedoms of the First Amendment. 
 
Due to a family emergency, Jana was unable to continue her mentorship beyond writing her lesson.  
 
Jocelyn Robinette and Rebecca Wilson-Ramos  
6th Grade Dance and SEL Infused Lesson: Yoga Emotions 
Enduring Understanding 
We can understand how to control our emotions through yoga techniques and breathing strategies. 
There is a connection in our emotions and our physical bodies. 
Lesson Description  
Students practice breathing and yoga poses that can help with focus, calm, anger, stress, 
depression, and energy. Students physically demonstrate how to calm the mind and body through 
yoga poses, vinyasa flow, and breathing techniques. 
Student Assessment Overview  

Disciplines DANCE & SEL DANCE & SEL DANCE & SEL Total 
3 Concept Yoga Poses Vinyasa Flow Reflection 

Criteria Performs yoga poses. Explains how 
working through emotions doing the 
poses can help solve a problem in a 

positive way. Writes or verbally shares 
examples, experiences, and thoughts. 

Makes shapes that flow 
from pose to pose and 
describes how that will 

benefit future stress, 
thoughts, and emotions. 

Writes, demonstrates, or 
describes the benefits of 

strengthening body and mind 
through yoga to help with 

emotional needs. 
Total 14/19 16/19 5/19 35/57 

Percentage 74% 84% 26% 61% 
 
“Taught students how to deal with a real thing, everyday stress. We used knowledge of the human 
body (one of our science standards), connected it to how yoga helps all systems in the body. In 
person, most students would have participated, and the scores would be much higher. Having this 
lesson at the beginning of the year would have made a difference in having an opportunity to use 
what they learned,”-Jocelyn Robinette and Rebecca Wilson-Ramos, teachers, Washington. 
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Theater with Artist Mentor Ana Maria Campoy 
Rachel Brooks  
8th Grade Theater & Social Studies Infused Lesson: What the Constitution 
Means in My Community 
Enduring Understanding 
The Constitution can have a real-life impact. Creative storytelling can 
reach communities. 
Lesson Description  
Students study the Constitution and discuss their rights, connecting it with 
the community. They learn about and become inspired by Luis Valdez 
who taught his community about their rights through art. Drawing 
parallels, students pick an amendment or Constitutional principle they 
wish their community would know about. They create performances 
teaching their community about an amendment in the Constitution or the 
need for an amendment. 
Student Assessment Overview  

Disciplines SOCIAL STUDIES THEATER & SOC. STUDIES THEATER & SOC. STUDIES Total 
3 Concept Communication Collaboration Performance 

Criteria Actively listens, expresses 
ideas through writing, and 

verbally responds to others. 

Contributes and listens to ideas, 
provides and incorporates 

constructive feedback. 

Creates a performance using voice 
and body that makes real-life 

connections to the Constitution. 
Total 22/23 18/23 16/23 56/69 

Percentage 96% 78% 70% 81% 
Migrant Education and/or SLA students: 7 
 
“Real community connections made 
throughout the lesson to various 
movements they have witnessed in 
Yakima (Farmworkers Strike, BLM 
protests, Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women) and how that ties 
back to the U.S. Constitution. Students 
who normally only write in Spanish, 
challenged themselves to write in 
English, a couple for the first time,”       
-Ana Maria Campoy, Artist Mentor. 
 
“A different way to assess student knowledge, allowing them to share what Constitutional 
principles they understand. Much better alternative than a test. I learned so much about them 
and they got to share their voices. I got a deeper insight to what they are thinking. Next year, I 
would like to take more time because I really think I can guide my students to taking their 
“actos” from outlines to full performances!”-Rachel Brooks, teacher, Washington. 
 _____________________________________________________________________________  
 
PARTNERSHIPS 
Cultural Partners 
Community cultural partners are an integral part of the Voices from the Field program. Local 
performing arts organizations provide performances for Arts Impact teachers and students to attend. 
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Regional museum partners sponsor student tours and art making. Unfortunately, all in-person Cultural 
Study field trips were canceled this year due to COVID, but partners offered accessible online resources 
such as study guides, teacher previews, workshops, images, and videos. Arts Impact cultural partner 
Living Voices presented their theatrical presentation La Causa to Mt. Vernon School District schools 
La Venture Middle School (teacher Kirsten Jensen) and Mt. Baker Middle School (teacher Gillian 
Sinclair). The video presentation included a Q&A segment with the actress, students, and teachers. 
 
Engaging Family and Community 
Family letters are an established element of the Arts 
Impact lesson plan format, through which teachers 
communicate with families about student learning. 
Family letters are used as interpretive text and translated 
into Spanish for Spanish-speaking communities. Family 
letters also suggest at-home steps to connect and build 
on student learning.  
 
This year, because all learning was done in the home, Arts Impact looked for ways to provide 
additional and more direct support, particularly in response to the needs of students, teachers, and 
families struggling with remote education, such as supplying and delivering home arts kits to 
teachers and students. Online learning and reaching students in their homes present new and 
different opportunities to strengthen relationships and encourage family involvement. VFTF 
teachers look forward to incorporating arts-infused family events in the future to showcase student 
work and focus on cultural connections and specific content areas, once COVID restrictions allow. 
 
“Family was a part of the masks and presentations, siblings were wearing the mask, and students 
were asking family about their knowledge and strengths,”-Kathryn Hogan, teacher, La Venture. 
 
“I made contact with every parent explaining the project. I was intentional about picking a book 
to connect with students that migrate. Parents were excited and half were able to pick up supplies. 
Mr. Abarca, our migrant specialist, helped deliver to families that couldn’t make it. I sent messages 
inviting parents to check on their students' projects,”-Hidie Barrera, teacher, Grandview.  
 
“Online, I would have parents in the background listening. I like that accountability because I 
believe parents should be talking about the issues with their child and problem solving together,” 
-Mandy Stephens, teacher, Prosser. 
 
“I made it a point to deliver materials to students involved in remote learning, I was able to meet 
many students and parents doing this,”-B. Charlie Diaz, teacher, Grandview. 
 
“This year has been extremely stressful especially for families who are struggling financially. 
Being able to gift my students with art supplies and the ability to express themselves through art 
was an amazing experience,”-Alex Burkhart, teacher, La Venture. 
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LOOKING AHEAD 
Mitigating for Possible COVID Restrictions 
The 2021-22 school year is likely to offer 
significant new challenges, as schools transition 
back into hybrid and/or full in-person learning.  The 
past year has impacted all schools, teachers, and 
students, and created even greater disparities in 
academic opportunities, as some students and 
families struggled with online education while 
others thrived. Moving forward, Arts Impact will 
build on knowledge gained through the past year of remote learning while also exploring new 
approaches in the next “new normal” to use the arts to differentiate content and meet the needs of 
a wide range of teachers and learners across all levels and circumstances. 
 
“The number one challenge was the students were online. It made it very difficult to determine 
who was following along and who wasn’t. We addressed the issue by giving different ways they 
could show their understanding: written explanation, pictures, rap, poem, or video,”-Jocelyn 
Robinette and Rebecca Wilson-Ramos, teachers, Washington. 
 
“Last year, kids were asking to do a TikTok video with me. I thought it wouldn’t happen with the 
virtual set-up, and we made it work. I said: you have to be cameras on—this is what you do on 
TikTok, so you can do it for class. So that’s what we did,”-Angel Almaguer, teacher, Grandview. 
 
“Students seemed excited to participate. Many that were frequently absent made it to the lessons. 
The only hang-up was the stress of the pandemic on students,” -Hidie Barrera, teacher, 
Grandview. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY 
Arts Impact defines sustainability in many ways, including fiscal stability, investing in a culture 
of continuous improvement, and sharing our learning.  
 
Knowledge Sharing 
Arts Impact shares its collective knowledge and long history of arts-infused curriculum 
development on our website: Arts Impact – Supporting Culturally Responsive, Arts-Infused 
Education (arts-impact.org).  
 
Extensive arts and arts-infused lesson plans for PreK through grade 8 are publicly available at no 
cost through the online database. Infused subjects include Literacy, Reading, Writing, Math, 
Science, STEM, Social Studies, Environmental Sustainability, Project Based Learning, Social 
Emotional Learning, and 21st Century Skills. Many lessons are enriched with instructional videos. 
All VFTF lessons are available in both Spanish and English.  
 
Up-to-date information is available about opportunities for future teacher professional development, 
classroom residencies, and reports on past programs. An active blog, instituted in September 2020 as 
another way to reach the Arts Impact community and beyond virtually, highlights individual teachers 
and lessons throughout the year.  
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Funding 
Funding for Voices from the Fields 2020-21 was provided The Department of Migrant Education 
at the Office for the Superintendent for Public Instruction. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
Integrate Culturally Responsive Practices 
“We grounded in the cultures and languages of our students, working 
to incorporate the background knowledge and understanding our 
students have of themselves, the knowledge of their family, and their 
ideas about themselves—leaving space for that even more 
intentionally”-Kathryn Hogan, teacher, La Venture.  
 
“We need to acknowledge students’ history, story, life experiences, 
so they can be experts in topics that are relevant to our classroom 
topics,”-Nora Nunez Gonzalez, teacher, La Venture. 
 
“Centering the voices of marginalized communities, teaching students about social justice issues 
and critical consciousness (students’ ability to recognize inequities and their agency to contribute 
to productive social change), choosing anchor texts and topics that are socially and culturally 
relevant,”-Kirsten Jensen, teacher, La Venture. 
 
Deepen Community Building 
“We’re always giving attention to students with behavioral problems, but don’t necessarily pay 
attention to those quietly doing their work and excelling. Those students can create a greater 
impact in helping everyone, because the influence comes from other students, not from teachers/ 
adults. If I got a group of students to incorporate the Renegade dance into ELA or a math or 
science concept, I guarantee everyone would know it,”-Angel Almaguer, teacher, Grandview. 
 
“Watching kids go from never having the opportunity to do theatre to how strongly they respond, 
I see this is a big need, beyond being digital and COVID. Theatre needs to be in classrooms across 
the board. I want them to think deeply about emotions, work together to create stories, and learn. 
When it’s fun they don’t realize how much they’re learning,”-Mandy Stephens, teacher, Prosser. 
 
“The arts built a community in my virtual classroom by giving students a chance to learn in a 
different way and express themselves,”-Rebecca Wilson-Ramos, teacher, Washington. 
 
Strengthen Evaluation 
“I love the push to look at evidence of student learning in evaluating the effectiveness of our 
instruction,”-Kirsten Jensen, teacher, La Venture. 
 
“The rubric is helpful for me to remember what I should be doing as a teacher to support content 
areas,”-Mandy Stephens, teacher, Prosser. 
 
“Rachel [Brooks] offers multiple levels of success for various learning abilities. In addition to the 
final student self-assessment, Rachel added it as an exit ticket multiple times. It allowed us to see 
growth of engagement and understanding and have multiple opportunities to capture student 
learning. Expectations were stated at the top of each day with reminders and connections to 
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previous learning or conversations. She would describe the various levels of success. Having 
multiple forms of capturing student writing was crucial!” -Ana Maria Campoy, Artist Mentor. 
 
“The assessment and survey take longer than 1.5 hours. I would build in more time to make this 
really happen purposefully,”-Pam Aguilar, teacher, La Venture. 
 
Extend/Adapt Professional Development 
“I am truly lucky to be part of this wonderful program. I am a better teacher because of Arts 
Impact's challenge, growth mindset and multiple perspectives on teaching the arts,”-Nora Nunez 
Gonzalez, teacher, La Venture. 
 
“I love arts infusion and plan to keep learning and finding ways to use it. It was fun to get my 
colleagues on board and to be creative facing challenges,”-Kathryn Hogan, teacher, La Venture.  
 

“Arts infusion has become a foundation of everything I do. I 
am excited to support my fellow teachers embedding their 
content into lesson plans. I have so many lessons I am 
revisiting and thinking, how can I make this arts-infused? I am 
a better teacher and happier person because of this 
program,”-Mandy Stephens, teacher, Prosser. 
 
“I love the lesson we created and am excited to use it again. I 
learned a great deal this year and am very thankful for the 
experience,”-Rebecca Wilson-Ramos, teacher, Washington. 
 
“Can we have more teachers on our team participate? (: ”  -
Kirsten Jensen, teacher, La Venture. 
 _________________________________________________  
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Figure 1. Percentage of Teachers Scoring Levels 3 and 4 (Proficient and Distinguished) on Autonomy Rubric for 
Teaching the Arts (ART). 
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Figure 2. Percentage of Teachers Scoring Levels 4 (Distinguished) on Autonomy Rubric for Teaching the Arts (ART). 

 
 
 
 
Figure 3. Aggregated Performance Based Assessments of Student Learning 
In the lessons, students had the opportunity to demonstrate concepts or skills 792 times. Overall, 
students successfully demonstrated the concepts or skills 568 times. This indicates an overall rate 
of demonstrating concepts or skills of 71.7%. The target is for students to demonstrate arts 
concepts and skills at the rate of 80%. 
 

Discipline Students Lessons 
Lessons % 
>80% Concepts 

Concepts 
> 80% 

Times 
attempted 

Times 
met 

Times met/times 
attempted - rate of 
demonstrating concept or 
skill 

Dance 94 5 2 15 8 282 181 64.2% 

Theater 146 7 3 26 15 510 387 75.9% 

Total 240 12 5 41 23 792 568 71.7% 

Figure 3. Percentage Based Student Assessments – Arts-Infused Learning 2020-21. 
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