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Enduring Understanding
Understanding a character’s objective, actions, and reactions can guide an actor in the performance of a scene.

Lesson Description (Use for family communication and displaying student art)
Using a selected story from the Elephant and Piggie series by Mo Willems, students will explore how objectives, actions, and reactions motivate their characters in a scene. Working in pairs, the students will identify the main objective and related actions/reactions of their characters. Students will then rehearse and perform their scenes for the class. 

Learning Targets and Assessment Criteria
Target: Identifies the main objective in an assigned scene from an Elephant and Piggie story.
Criteria: Records the objective of the principal character (either Piggie or Gerald).
Target: Identifies actions in a scene that directly relate to the main objective.
Criteria: Records three actions of the principal character.
Target: Identifies reactions to the actions that directly relate to the main objective.
Criteria: Records three reactions of the secondary character.
Target: Communicates both characters’ relationships to the main objective. 
Criteria: Performs the scene for an audience using movement and gestures to convey the identified actions and reactions.

Vocabulary
Arts Infused:
Action
Character
Dialogue
Goal
Motivation
Objective
Reaction
Arts:
Performance
Rehearse
Script
Materials
Museum Artworks or Performance
Seedfolks at Seattle Children’s Theatre, April 2017

Materials
Elephant and Piggie books by Mo Willems; Objective/Action-Reaction Worksheets and pencils, Classroom Assessment Worksheet

Learning Standards 
WA Arts State Grade Level Expectations
For the full description of each WA State Arts Grade Level Expectation, see: http://www.k12.wa.us/Arts/Standards
Concept: Character Objective
1.2.1 Skills and Techniques: Movement and Gesture, Character Development
1.4.1 Audience Skills
2.1.1 Creative Process
2.2.1 Performance Process
2.3.1 Responding Process
4.2.1 Connection between Theater and Reading
Common Core State Standards in ELA (Reading Literature)
For a full description of CCSS Standards by grade level see: http://www.k12.wa.us/CoreStandards/ELAstandards/
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.2
Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.3
Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact).
Students Who Are College and Career Ready Students in Reading, Writing, Speaking, Listening, and Language 
Demonstrate independence.
Build strong content knowledge.
Respond to the varying demands of audience, task, purpose, and discipline.
Comprehend as well as critique.
Value evidence.


ICON KEY:
 = Indicates note or reminder for teacher
 = Embedded assessment points in the lesson 

Pre-Teach
Read Elephant and Piggie stories. Review using physical expression to convey character and action.
Lesson Steps Outline
1. Warm-up with “Elevator Game.” Introduce “Objective.”
 Criteria-based process assessment: Identifies objective, action, and reaction. 
2. Introduce the Objective/Action-Reaction worksheet and guide students as they fill it out. 
 Criteria-based teacher checklist: Records the objective of the principal character (either Piggie or Gerald). Records three actions of the principal character. Records three reactions of the secondary character.
3. After completing the worksheet, students will rehearse as much of their scene as required to communicate the three actions/reactions they recorded. 
 Criteria-based process assessment: Rehearses scene.
4. Guide students through performance of their scenes and lead short reflection to identify objective and actions/reactions after each group. 
 Criteria-based: teacher checklist, peer assessment, reflection: Performs the scene for an audience using movement and gestures to convey the identified actions and reactions. Group reflects on objectives.


LESSON STEPS
1. Warm-up with “Elevator Game.” Introduce “Objective.”
 Lead students through an imaginary situation of being trapped in an elevator and improvising actions to escape the situation. 
Spread out in the room giving yourself plenty of self-space.
I want you to imagine that you are trapped in an elevator. What is the first thing you would want in that situation? (Students share various answers until one suggests wanting to escape.)
If your goal is to get out of the elevator, what are some things you could do to get out? When I say “go” I want you to act out how you would get out of the elevator. 
 Allow students to improvise actions for +/- 30 seconds then follow up with a short reflection 
on strategies.
What were some actions you chose to get out of the elevator? (Students share out various strategies.)
When actors play characters, they need to know what the characters want. We call that the character’s “objective” or goal. For example, today you all wanted to get out of the elevator; that was your goal or objective. 
Actions are what characters DO to achieve their objective or goal or to basically get what 
they want. 
Today we are going to explore what your characters’ objectives are and then what actions you can do to reach your objective as your character. 
 Criteria-based process assessment: Identifies objective, action, and reaction. 

2. Introduce the Objective/Action-Reaction worksheet and guide students as they fill 
it out. 
 Guide students as they identify their character’s objective and actions in their script (either for Piggie or Gerald) and record them on the worksheets provided.
Today you will get with your scene partner and decide which character has the main objective in the scene. Then identify 3 actions that character does to reach their goal or objective. 
After you have identified the 3 actions, your next step is to record the other character’s reactions to those actions. 
 Allow students 5 to 10 minutes to complete their worksheets. Teacher(s) will circulate throughout the room helping groups who might be struggling to find or articulate their objective or actions. 
 Criteria-based teacher checklist: Records the objective of the principal character (either Piggie or Gerald). Records three actions of the principal character. Records three reactions of the 
secondary character. 

3. After completing the worksheet, students will rehearse as much of their scene as required to communicate the three actions/reactions they recorded. 
You and your partner will now have five minutes to rehearse as much of your scenes as you need to be able to show us, your audience, the three actions and reactions you chose.
At the end of the five minutes, each group will come up and perform its scene. After you have performed, the audience will then try to guess what your objective and actions/reactions were. This means you will need to make your actions very clear for us when you perform.
 Criteria-based process assessment: Rehearses scene. 

4. Guide students through performance of their scenes and lead short reflection to identify objective and actions/reactions after each group. 
What actions did you see? 
What reactions did you see?
Which character had the main objective in the scene? How did you know?
What do you think the main objective was? How did you know?
 Criteria-based teacher checklist, peer assessment, reflection: Performs the scene for an audience using movement and gestures to convey the identified actions and reactions. Group reflects on objectives. 

Identifying Objective, Actions, and Reactions with Elephant and Piggie Objective/Action-Reaction Worksheet
Name:
Date:

What is the objective?
What character has the main objective?
List three actions the character does to achieve their objective. List three reactions of the other character to respond to each action of the character.

Action 1, 2, 3
Reaction 1, 2, 3

ARTS IMPACT LESSON PLAN Theater and Reading Infused Lesson
5th Grade: Identifying Objective, Actions, and Reactions with Elephant and Piggie
CLASS ASSESSMENT WORKSHEET

Disciplines: THEATER and READING; THEATER and READING; THEATER and READING; THEATER
Concept: Objective; action; reaction; action/reaction
Criteria: Records the objective of the principal character (either Piggie or Gerald); Records three actions of the principal character; Records three reactions of the secondary character; Performs the scene for an audience using movement and gestures to convey the identified actions and reactions
Total 4
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What was effective in the lesson? Why?
What do I want to consider for the next time I teach this lesson?
How could I connect the concepts in this lesson with other disciplines?
Teacher
Date

ARTS IMPACT FAMILY LETTER
ARTS AND READING INFUSED LESSON: Identifying Objective, Actions, and Reactions with 
Elephant and Piggie
Dear Family:
Today your child participated in a Theater and Reading Infused lesson. We talked about how objectives, actions, and reactions motivate the characters in a story.
We discovered that objectives are what the characters want.
We identified three actions characters from the Elephant and Piggie stories would take to achieve their objectives.
We identified three reactions to the actions.
We created scenes with a partner to show the actions and reactions.
At home, you could read your favorite book together. Identify the characters’ objectives and act out their actions and reactions.
Enduring Understanding
Understanding a character’s objective, actions, and reactions can guide an actor 
[bookmark: _GoBack]in the performance of a scene.
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