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Floating and Stamped Wish Lanterns
Authors: Amanda Poch with Carol Gould 
Grade Level: Kindergarten

Enduring Understanding
Shapes can create symbols that convey meaning. Carefully designed and constructed forms with solid bases can float and balance when placed in water. 

Lesson Description (Use for family communication and displaying student art)
Cultural traditions of floating lanterns are introduced. Students explore the concept of transportation through water, i.e. floating. They design, engineer, and construct a wish lantern with their own stamped meaningful symbols on the four panels of the lantern.  The lanterns and wishes are launched as a class project to explore floatation and wind power. 

Learning Targets and Assessment Criteria
Target: Designs a personal symbol.
Criteria: Combines known (Kindergarten) shapes out of pre-cut fun foam in a stamp that 
reflects self.
Target: Prints a pattern.
Criteria: Applies a layer of paint to stamp, transfers, and repeats printed wish symbol on 4 panels of lantern. 
Target: Uses craftsmanship in design and construction.
Criteria: Crafts upright, freestanding, floating lantern with bamboo skewers pressed into the foam 
base vertically- safe for tea light use.

Vocabulary
Arts Infused:
2D, 3D
Balance
Circle
Construction, Design
Heart
Hexagon, Pattern
Rectangle
Rectangular Prism
Rhombus, Shape Square, Structure
Triangle, Vertical
Science:
Equal
Floating
Freestanding
Stability/balance
Wind power
Arts:
Craftsmanship
Stamp
Symbol
Printmaking

Materials
Museum Artworks or Performance
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y1uXiRL0Drc
Japanese ceremony:
Tōrō nagashi (灯籠流し) 
Seattle Art Museum
Samurai Leather Firefighting Coat (Kawabaori), 18th Century, Japanese, 89.93
Materials
Pre-cut fun foam shapes; Pre-cut foam for lantern base and Stamps; Hot Glue Gun, Hot Glue Sticks; Pre-cut and folded rice paper 6x16’’; Arts Impact Sketch books; Tempera Paint; Daubers; Paper plates; Baby wipes; 11x17” newsprint for workspace; Bamboo skewers; Tea lights

Learning Standards
WA Arts State Grade Level Expectations
For the full description of each WA State Arts Grade Level Expectation, see: http://www.k12.wa.us/Arts/Standards
1.1.2 Elements: Shape/Form
1.1.7 Principles of Organization: Balance, Repetition
1.2.1 Skills and Techniques: Paper Construction, Printmaking
2.1.1 Creative Process
2.3.1 Responding Process
4.2.1 Connection between Visual Arts and Physics, Engineering
Early Learning Guidelines, if applicable
For a full description of Washington State Early Learning and Child Development Guidelines see: http://www.k12.wa.us/EarlyLearning/guidelines.aspx
(Age 5 and Kindergarten) 5. Communicating: Writing: Understand that we can communicate ideas and thoughts with symbols.
6. Learning about my World: Arts: Learn ways to create artwork.
Common Core State Standards (CCSS) in ELA 
For a full description of CCSS ELA Standards by grade level see:
http://www.k12.wa.us/CoreStandards/ELAstandards/
Common Core State Standards (CCSS) in Math 
http://www.k12.wa.us/CoreStandards/Mathematics/default.aspx
Kindergarten Geometry 
Identify and describe shapes 
3. Identify shapes as two-dimensional (lying in a plane, “flat”) or three dimensional (“solid”).
Analyze, compare, create, and compose shapes.
5. Model shapes in the world by building shapes from components and drawing shapes.
6. Compose simple shapes to form larger shapes. 
CCSS Mathematical Practices 
4. Model with mathematics.
5. Use appropriate skills strategically.
6. Attend to precision.
Next Generation Science Standards
http://www.nextgenscience.org/next-generation-science-standards
Performance Expectations
Forces and Interactions
K-PS2-1. Plan & conduct an investigation to compare the effects of different strengths or different directions of pushes and pulls on the motion of an object.
Engineering Design
K-2-ETS1-3. Develop a simple sketch, drawing or physical model to illustrate how the shape of an object helps it function as needed to solve a given problem.
Science and Engineering Practices
1. Asking Questions and Defining Problems
2. Developing and Using Models
3. Planning and Carrying out Investigations
Disciplinary Core Ideas:
PS2.A. Forces and Motion
PS2.B. Types of Interactions
PS3.C. Relationship between Energy and Forces
Crosscutting Concepts
Structure and Function
Cause and Effect


ICON KEY:
 = Indicates note or reminder for teacher
 = Embedded assessment points in the lesson 

Pre-Teach
View and discuss the video and picture of paper wish lanterns. Review kindergarten shapes plus heart and rhombus. Continue transportation discussion with emphasis on water propulsion and flotation.
Lesson Steps Outline
Day One
1. Introduce Japanese ceremony: Tōrō nagashi (灯籠流し).
2. View SAM Samurai Coat paying close attention to shape and repeat pattern. Guide responding to art.
 Criteria-based process assessment: Participates in dialogue about shapes 
and pattern.
3. Introduce the concept of “symbol” and “wish.” Guide discussion and design of individual symbol stamps and their wishes that go with it. Students then use pre-cut fun foam shapes to compose their own wish symbol stamp design, finally taking off the backing paper and sticking foam to a stamp block. 
 Criteria-based process assessment and teacher checklist: Shares translations for the visual symbols. Combines known (Kindergarten) shapes out of pre-cut fun foam in a stamp that reflects self.


Day Two
1. Introduce repeated stamp and guide printmaking by demonstrating the use of a dauber, tempera paint, and repeat pattern. Students use foam shapes to make wish symbol and apply foam symbol to block prior to making test print then create a newsprint tester of their own stamp and write their corresponding wish or words at the bottom. 
 Criteria based process assessment: Applies a layer of paint to stamp, transfers, and repeats printed image.
2. Demonstrate how the 6x16’’ rectangle paper can be folded to create a rectangular prism. Discuss and demonstrate application of five bamboo skewers to paper to add structure to the lantern and fasten-ability to the floating base.
 Criteria-based teacher checklist: Careful assembly of lantern sides.
3. Guide students to use their symbol stamp to create patterns on each of the four panels of rice paper created by folding. 
 Criteria-based teacher checklist: Applies a layer of paint to stamp, transfers, and repeats printed image on 4 panels of lantern.


Day Three
1. Review video and images of Samurai Coat from beginning of Day 1 with emphasis on what craftsmanship means: careful construction.
 Criteria-based process assessment: Participates in dialogue about construction and craftsmanship.
2. Demonstrate and guide folding and securing rectangular prism structure to floating base, making adjustments as needed. 
 Criteria-based teacher checklist: Crafts upright, freestanding floating lantern with bamboo skewers pressed into the foam base vertically-safe for tea light.
3. Teacher will light and insert tea light using tongs for safety. Lanterns then are launched using a water table or kiddie pool in small groups.
 Criteria-based reflection and celebration: Lantern successfully floats in 
the water.


LESSON STEPS
Day One
1. Introduce Japanese ceremony: Tōrō nagashi (灯籠流し) is a Japanese ceremony in which participants float paper lanterns down a river; tōrō is a word for "lantern," while nagashi means "cruise" or "flow." This activity is traditionally performed on the final evening of the Bon Festival in the belief that it will help to guide the souls of the departed to the spirit world. (from Wikipedia)
Floating lanterns are a part of cultural traditions all over the world. The Japanese tradition of floating paper lanterns down a river is called Tōrō nagashi.

2. View SAM Samurai Coat paying close attention to shape and repeat pattern.  Guide responding to art.
What shapes do you see in this work of art?
Can you see how a simple shape is repeated?
Does it make a new shape?
 Criteria-based process assessment: Participates in dialogue about shapes and pattern.

3. Introduce the concept of “symbol” and “wish.” Guide discussion and design of individual symbol stamps and their wishes that go with it. Students then use pre-cut fun foam shapes to compose their own wish symbol stamp design, finally taking off the backing paper and sticking foam to a stamp block. 
Symbols mean different things – hearts can mean love, smiley face can mean happy, what symbol can you think of?
I really love warm days, and when I think of warm days, it makes me think of a sun. What shapes could I use to make a symbol like a sun?
Watch me as I create my symbol and then peel the backing and transfer the foam to the block.
 Criteria-based process assessment and teacher checklist: Shares translations for the visual symbols. Combines known (Kindergarten) shapes out of pre-cut fun foam in a stamp that reflects self.


Day Two
1. Introduce repeated stamp and guide printmaking by demonstrating the use of a dauber, tempera paint, and repeat pattern. Students use foam shapes to make wish symbol and apply foam symbol to block prior to making test print then create a newsprint tester of their own stamp and write their corresponding wish or words at the bottom. 
Watch me as I daub paint on my stamp so carefully – daub don’t smear! Now I will stamp my symbol, and then I MUST repeat putting paint on my stamp or it won’t work again.
Now it’s your turn!
 Criteria based process assessment: Applies a layer of paint to stamp, transfers, and repeats 
printed image.

2. Demonstrate how the 6x16’’ rectangle paper can be folded to create a rectangular prism. Discuss and demonstrate application of five bamboo skewers to paper to add structure to the lantern and fasten-ability to the floating base. 
Watch me as I fold my rice paper to make 4 rectangles. Then I can connect my rectangles by putting the folds together and make a 3D shape – a rectangular prism!
Now I will open my prism back up and watch how I use hot glue to attach my bamboo skewers.
I MUST be careful to let it hang down so I can attach my bamboo skewers to the floating base in our next step.
Now it’s your turn!
 Criteria-based teacher checklist: Careful assembly of lantern sides.

3. Guide students to use their symbol stamp to create patterns on each of the four panels of rice paper created by folding. 
Now watch as I use my stamp, just like I did on my practice paper, to stamp my symbol on each of the 4 rectangles I created by folding. I MUST add more paint to my stamp every time, or it will not stamp!
Now it’s your turn!
 Criteria-based teacher checklist: Applies a layer of paint to stamp, transfers, and repeats printed image on 4 panels of lantern.


Day Three
1. Review video and images of Samurai Coat from beginning of Day 1 with emphasis on what craftsmanship means: careful construction.
Yesterday we reviewed shapes – remind me what shapes you see in this work of art…
Today, let’s look at construction – that means how something is built.
Craftsmanship means construction with care: Making something beautiful to look at that is sturdy and will not fall apart.
 Criteria-based process assessment: Participates in dialogue about construction and craftsmanship.

2. Demonstrate and guide folding and securing rectangular prism structure to floating base, making adjustments as needed.
Watch as I re-fold my rectangular prism into the lantern. Now, I will affix it to the floating base by gently pushing in the ends of my bamboo skewers so they are vertical.
If I practice careful construction, my lantern will stand up all on its own. Is my lantern standing up all on its own? How do you know? What would happen to my lantern in the water if it was not free-standing?
Now it’s your turn. Please carefully construct your lantern by folding your rectangular prism and affixing it to your floating base.
 Criteria-based teacher checklist: Crafts upright, freestanding floating lantern with bamboo skewers pressed into the foam base vertically-safe for tea light.

3. Teacher will light and insert tea light using tongs for safety. Lanterns then are launched using a water table or kiddie pool in small groups.
Watch me as I light our candles. Candles are for adults only!
Now you can check and see if it will float in the water. Is it floating? How do you know? What would happen if it didn’t float?
 Criteria-based reflection and celebration: Lantern successfully floats in the water.
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Kindergarten: Floating and Stamped Wish Lanterns 
CLASS ASSESSMENT WORKSHEET

Disciplines: Visual arts and math; visual arts and science
Concept: Symbol/composite shape; pattern; craftmanship/ balance
Criteria: Combines known (Kindergarten) shapes out of pre-cut fun foam in a stamp that reflects self; Applies a layer of paint to stamp, transfers, and repeats printed wish symbol on 4 panels of lantern; Crafts upright, freestanding floating lantern with bamboo skewers pressed into the foam base vertically-safe for tea light
Total 3 
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What was effective in the lesson? Why?
What do I want to consider for the next time I teach this lesson?
How could I connect the concepts in this lesson with other disciplines?
Teacher
Date

ARTS IMPACT FAMILY LETTER
ARTS, MATH, AND SCIENCE INFUSED LESSON: Floating and Stamped Wish Lanterns
Dear Family:
Today your child participated in a Visual Arts, Science, and Math infused lesson. We talked about how carefully constructed forms with solid bases can float and balance when placed in water. 
We discovered we can combine shapes to create different shapes and symbols.
We also discovered that careful construction can create objects that float on their own.
We created rectangular prism wish lanterns that we floated in water.
At home, you could re-light the candle and float the lantern for your whole family to see.
Enduring Understanding
Shapes can create symbols that convey meaning. 
Carefully designed and constructed forms with solid bases can float and balance when placed in water.
Arts Impact Arts Infusion 2016 - 2017
Amanda Poch; West Seattle Elementary; Floating and Stamped Wish Lanterns
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